
 
 Tabernacle Solomon’s (1st) Zerubbabel’s - Herod’s (2nd) Millenial (4th) 

Built 1-Nisan-1446BC 
(5-7 months) 

Iyyar (Ziv)-967 to 8-Cheshvan(Bul)-
960BC 

 (7 years) 
 

(Ziv – bright, splendor, glory) 

Zerubbabel (2 years +  5 years) 
15-Tishrei-537BC  altar built  (Ezr3:1) 
535BC   foundation laid 
      (Ezr3:8-11; 4:1-4; 5:5) 
520BC  work resumes  
       (Ezr4:24; Hag1:2; Zec1) 
3-Adar-516BC    complete  (Ezr6:15) 

Herod (3.5 years) 
22BC material prep (BJ.1:21) 
20BC  building begins (Ant.15:11:1) 
18BC-Nov-18  done in 1.5 years 
        (Ant.15:11:6) 
11BC   plaza done 
63AD   continuous temple additions end 

TBA 

Stood Mishkan 1446 ~ 1406BC 
Gilgal 1406 ~ 1392BC 
House Shiloh 1392 ~ 1070BC 
     Destroyed for wickedness  
     (Jer7:12) 
Nob  1070 ~ 1000BC 
Jerusalem 1000 – 960BC 

15-Tishrei-960BC to 10-Av-586BC 

Destroyed for bloodshed (Tosefta 
Yoma1:10) 

3-Adar-516BC to 10-Av-70AD 
 

Destroyed for hatred without a cause 
(Yoma9b) 

1000 years 

Glory 1-Nisan-1446BC  (Ex40) 
 

Departs ~1070BC  
(1Sam4:19) literal ? 
 

Was it gone until Solomon ? 

15-Tishrei(Ethanim)-960BC   
      (1Kg8) (2Chr5:14) 

Departs 6Elul 592BC  (Ezk8:1) 

Sheckihinah over Mt.Olivet 3.5 years 
waiting for Israel to repent (Midrash 
R.Lam. Proem25) 

Not present     (Ezr6) (T.Bavli.Yoma21b) 
       Hilchot Klei HaMikdash10:10) 

TBA (Ezk43) 

Court Materials 

• Linen curtains, silver hooks 

• Acacia pillars, sliver bands,  

• bronze bases 

• Blue-purple-scarlet woven 
entrance 

 
Courtyard – 
   150ftL,75ftW,7.5ftH  
 
 

Bronze pillars on porch: 27ft H, 6ft W 

• capitals 7ft H, lily-shaped 6ft H 

• network lattice 

• Yakin (establish); Boaz (quickness) 
 
Outer court (people) – size unknown 
 
Inner court (priests) (2Ch4)  
     30ftL, 30ftW, 15ft H 

Zerubbabel 
Courtyard: 485ftL, 145ftW (Apion.1:22) 

• Two courts, different elevation 
    (1Macc1:22,4:48) 
 
 

Herod  
Platform  
      488mW, 470mE, 315mN, 280mS 
Overall court - 200ft W x 280ft L (Mid.v.2) 

• Court of gentiles – 200ftW 200ftL 
(4.5ft soreg) 

• Court of women - 200ft W x 50ft L  

• Court of Israelites - 200ft W x 15ft L 

• Court of priests - 200ft W x 15ft L 

Ezk45:5; Ezk42:16; Ezk40 
Platform:  
   8 milesSQ (if cubits) 
   50 milesSQ (if reeds) 
City on the southern slope.   
Wall around temple mount 
 

Outer Court 
   875ftSQ (if cubits) 
   1 mileSQ (if reeds) 
Court of gentiles: not mentioned 
Court of women: not mentioned 
Inner court 
   175ftSQ (if cubits) 
    0.2miSQ (if reeds) 



 Tabernacle Solomon’s (1st) Zerubbabel’s - Herod’s (2nd) Millenial (4th) 

Dwelling 
 

Ex27 
Overall; 45ft x 15ft x 15ft 

• Holy Place: 30ft x 15ft x 15ft 

• Most Holy: 15ft x 15ft x 15ft? 
 

Materials 

• Acacia frame overlaid gold, 
silver base 

• Blue-purple-scarlet-linen, 
with keruvim 

• Black goat hair middle cover 

• Ramskin dyed red outer   

• Leather roof 

1Ki6:2, 1Ki6:16-20; 2Chr3  
Overall: 90ft L, 30ft W, 45ft H 

• Holy place: 60ft L, 30ft W, 45ft H  

• Most Holy: 30ftL x 30ftW x 30ftH 
(cella elevated 15ft) 

• Porch: 30ft W x 15ft L 

• Side rooms 5,6,7 cubits W 
Dressed stone 

Zerubbabel (Ezr3, Ezr5, Ezr6) 
Permitted to be 90ftH, 90ftW, ???L 
1 course of cedar, 3 courses of large 
stones 
 

 

Herod 
Raised, enlarged, faced with white stone 
Exterior: 150ftH (B.J.v.221) 
Doors: 45ftH, 24.5ftW, gold overlay 
Interior: 90ft L, 30ft W, 90ft H (BJ.V.5.5) 

• Holy place: 60ft L, 30ft W, 45ft H  

• Most Holy: 30ft L x 30ft W x 30ft H 
(cella raised 15ft) 

Ezk41:2-13 
▪ 175 feet square at the base 
▪ 2nd and 3rd stories wider than 

one below 
▪ Main hall: 70ftL, 35ftW 
▪ Most Holy Place: 35ftW, 35ftL 
 
Ezk44 

• Outer east gate shut after 
LORD enters 

 
 

Interior Holy place (Ex25-26) 

• Gold-overlaid frames 

• blue-purple-scarlet with 
keruvim 

• blue-purple-scarlet 
decorative curtain 

 
Most Holy 

• Ark of acacia overlaid gold 

• Gold atonment cover 

• Paroqet 4-6in thick; blue-
purple-scarlet with keruvim 

 

Holy place (1Kg6, 2Ch3) 

• 30ftL, 30ftW, 30ftH (cella rasied 
15ft) 

• Cedar panels: gourds, keruvim, 
palms, floral 

• Cedar roof 

• Cypress floor overlaid gold 

• 2 folding doors, cypress square 
posts 

• Doors: carvings: overlaid gold 
 
Most Holy 

• Panels overlaid gold 

• 2 doors olive wood, pentagonal 
posts 

• Doors: keruvim, palms, floral 
(overlay gold)  

• Veil of blue-purple-scarlet-linen 

Zerubbabel 
No specifications given 
 
 
Herod 

• Gold, marble etc 

• Doors 49ftH, 24.5ftW; gold overlay 
(Josephus) 

• 2 veils with 1.5ft between  
 (Midd.iv.7; B.J.v.219) 

• Façade of massive plates of gold          
(B.J.5.207–226; Ant.15.391-395) 

• gold fruit/vine above door to Most Holy 
(Middot; Tacitus History 5.5; Josephus) 

Holy place (Ezk41) 

• Unspecified material  

• Floor and walls covered with 
wood 

• cypress, elm, boxwood of 
Livnon (Is60:13) 

• Carved keruvim (human/lion 
faces), palms 

• Two folding doors to Holy 
place.  

 
Most Holy 

• Two folding doors 

• Veil – not mentioned 

• Anointed (Dan9:24) 

Items Holy place (Ex25) 

• Table: acacia overlaid 
gold (2x2x1) 

• Altar of Incense: acacia 
overlaid gold  

• Menorah: one of 
hammered gold 

 
Most Holy (Ex40) 

• Ark  (2.5x1.5x1.5) (tablets 
of law, Aaron's rod,  pot of 
manna) 

Holy place (1Kg5) 

• 10 tables of showbread (gold 
overlay) 

• Altar of incense: cedar overlaid 
gold 

• 10 gold menorahs, floral work, 
lamps 

 
Most holy (2Chr5) 

• 2 olive keruvim overlaid gold: 
15ftH, 15ftW 

• Ark  (tablets of the law) 

Holy Place (Ezr6) 

• Showbread table 

• Altar of incense 

• Menorah 
 
Most holy 

• No ark (censer on foundation stone) 
(Mid.3:6) (T.Bavli.Yoma21b; Hilchot 
Klei HaMikdash10:10) 

Holy Place (Ezk41) 

• Showbread - not mentioned 

• Wooden altar may be for 
incense (no gold  mentioned)  

• Menorah - not mentioned 
 
Most Holy Place 

• Ark - not present (see 
Jer3:16) 



 Tabernacle Solomon’s (1st) Zerubbabel’s - Herod’s (2nd) Millenial (4th) 

Altar 
and 
Laver 

Altar of sacrifice (Ex27:1) 
▪ 54inH, 90inW, 90inL (one 

tier) 
▪ acacia overlaid with 

bronze 
▪ no ramp, no stairs 
 

Laver 

• Bronze 

Altar (2Ch4) 
▪ 17ft H, 35ft W, 35ft L 
▪ Bronze, in courtyard 
▪ ramp from south 
▪ possible 2nd altar before the Porch  

 

Molten Sea (Laver)1Kg7 

• bronze 46ftC, 15ftW7.5ftH,  

• on 12 bulls, 12k gallons 

• and 10 moving stands (lions-bulls-
keruvim) 

• 10 basin, each 240 gallons 

Zerubbabel 
Altar of burnt offering: unhewn stone             
      (Apion.I.xxii; 1Macc.4:47) 
 

 

Herod 
Altar -  Unwrought stone, overlaid bronze 

• 48ft W, 48ft L, 15ft H (ziggurat)                                                
       (Mid. iii. 5, Sheḳ. vi. 4).  

• Ramp from south 
 

Laver - bronze (Mid. iii. 6; Yoma iii. 10). 

• 15ft diameter 

• On 12 colossal lions; drain/refill by the 
muchni; 12 priests can wash at the 
same time; water from 3 aqueducts 
(Edersheim) 

Ezk40:47; Ezk43  
Altar in front of the temple 
(sacrifice) 
▪ Material unknown 
▪ 3-tier ziggurat 
▪ Hearth: 7ftH, 21ftW 21ftL, 4 

horns 
▪ Base 24ftL, 34ftW 
▪ Stairs from east 
▪ Grate: Ariel (hearth of God) 

(lion of God) 
▪ 8 wooden tables for sacrifice 
▪ 4 tables of dressed stone for 

sacrifice 
 

Laver not mentioned  
Sping under house: Joel3; 
Exk47; Zec14  

First 
use of 
altar 

Ex29:1-14-37; Lev8:17; 
Lev4:21; Lev9:11 
▪ Altar anointed 
▪ Bullock for sin offering 

each of 7 days 
▪ Blood applied to horns of 

altar 
▪ Burnt offering each of 7 

days: 1 ram 
▪ Animals disposed of 

outside the camp 
Fire from heaven (Lev9:24) 

Same requirement as for tabernacle ? 
 

Middle court conecrated since offering 
is too large to fit on the alter.  Special 
offering (2Chr7) 

• 22k cattle, 120k sheep/goats 

• Done outside the temple 
Fire from heaven (2Chr7) 

Same requirement as for tabernacle ? 
 

Ezra made special offering (Ezra6) 

• 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 male lambs 

• 12 male goats (sin offering per tribe) 
 

Herod  - offerings - no specifics 

Ezk43:1-27 
▪ Altar not anointed 
▪ Bullock for sin offering on first 

day 
▪ Goat is offered on days 2-6 
▪ Blood: horns of altar, corners, 

lower ledge 
▪ Burnt offering each 7 days: 1 

ram, 1 bullock 
▪ Animal disposed of inside 

the camp 

 

 

 


